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Message from the President

It is with great pride and admiration that I extend my heartfelt acknowledgement to the Alcorn
State University Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite Band Program as you present your 2026 Spring Concert.

The Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite continues to exemplify the very essence of excellence, discipline, and
artistry that defines Alcorn State University. Your unwavering commitment to musical precision.
performance excellence, and institutional pride has not only elevated the standard of collegiate
band programs but has also served as a powerful representation of our university on regional and
national stages.

Under the dedicated leadership of your directors and staff, this program has become a cornerstone
of the Alcorn experience-energizing our campus, inspiring our students, and strengthening our
legacy. The countless hours of rehearsal, sacrifice, and passion invested by each member are
evident in every performance, and tonight's concert stands as a testament to that hard work and
dedication.

To our student musicians, you are ambassadors of Alcorn State University. Your talent, character,
and commitment reflect the very best of who we are as an institution. Continue to strive for
greatness, both on and off the field and stage.

To the directors, staff, alumni, and supporters thank you for your continued investment in the
success and sustainability of this outstanding program. Your leadership and support ensure that
the Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite will remain a source of pride for generations to come.

As we celebrate this evening of musical excellence, I encourage everyone in attendance to fully
experience and appreciate the artistry, energy, and spirit that define these remarkable ensembles.

Congratulations to the Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite Band Program on your continued success. I wish
you an outstanding and memorable Spring Concert.

Sincerely,



Renardo Murray







On behalf  of the Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite Band Program, I want to extend my heartfelt
thanks to each and every one of you who has supported us on this journey. Whether you’ve
donated your time, resources, talents, or simply cheered us on from the sidelines, your
support has meant everything.

To our parents, families, friends, community partners, alumni, and school administration—
thank you for believing in our vision and investing in our students. Your encouragement
keeps our rhythm strong and our spirits high.

To the band members—you are the heartbeat of this program. Your hard work, discipline,
and passion shine every time you step onto the field or take the stage.

To the staff  and volunteers who work behind the scenes—you are the quiet force that makes
it all possible. We see you, and we appreciate you more than words can express.
Together, we’ve built something powerful—a program rooted in excellence, unity, pride, and
most of all...FAMILY. while we celebrate how far we’ve come, know this: the best is yet to
come.

So stay with us. March with us. And let’s continue making a joyful noise—loud, proud, and 
Dyn-O-Mite strong!

Thank you,
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Director of BandsDirector of Bands
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National Emblem MarchNational Emblem March (1902) (1902)                                                                                                        E. E. BagleyE. E. BagleyNational Emblem March (1902)                                                    E. E. Bagley
National Emblem March is one of the most enduring and recognizable works in theNational Emblem March is one of the most enduring and recognizable works in the
American band repertoire. Composed after Bagley reportedly sketched the melodyAmerican band repertoire. Composed after Bagley reportedly sketched the melody
on a train ride, the march reflects the patriotic spirit and musical energyon a train ride, the march reflects the patriotic spirit and musical energy
characteristic of the early 20th century. Known for its bold brass writing, drivingcharacteristic of the early 20th century. Known for its bold brass writing, driving
rhythms, and memorable trio section, the piece balances power and lyricism whilerhythms, and memorable trio section, the piece balances power and lyricism while
showcasing the full sonority of the concert band. A staple of both concert andshowcasing the full sonority of the concert band. A staple of both concert and
ceremonial performances, National Emblem continues to captivate audiences with itsceremonial performances, National Emblem continues to captivate audiences with its
vibrant character and lasting contribution to the tradition of American marches.vibrant character and lasting contribution to the tradition of American marches.

National Emblem March is one of the most enduring and recognizable works in the
American band repertoire. Composed after Bagley reportedly sketched the melody
on a train ride, the march reflects the patriotic spirit and musical energy
characteristic of the early 20th century. Known for its bold brass writing, driving
rhythms, and memorable trio section, the piece balances power and lyricism while
showcasing the full sonority of the concert band. A staple of both concert and
ceremonial performances, National Emblem continues to captivate audiences with its
vibrant character and lasting contribution to the tradition of American marches.

A Quiet Music (2005)A Quiet Music (2005)                                                                                                                  Douglas E. WagnerDouglas E. WagnerA Quiet Music (2005)                                                         Douglas E. Wagner
A Quiet Music is a reflective and expressive work that highlights the lyrical andA Quiet Music is a reflective and expressive work that highlights the lyrical and
sensitive side of the concert band. Characterized by gentle dynamics, sustainedsensitive side of the concert band. Characterized by gentle dynamics, sustained
phrases, and warm harmonies, the piece invites both performers and listeners into aphrases, and warm harmonies, the piece invites both performers and listeners into a
moment of calm introspection. Rather than relying on bold rhythms or fanfare, itmoment of calm introspection. Rather than relying on bold rhythms or fanfare, it
emphasizes tone quality, balance, and musical nuance, allowing each section of theemphasizes tone quality, balance, and musical nuance, allowing each section of the
ensemble to contribute to a unified, tranquil sound. Often used to provide contrastensemble to contribute to a unified, tranquil sound. Often used to provide contrast
within a program, A Quiet Music offers a serene and emotionally resonantwithin a program, A Quiet Music offers a serene and emotionally resonant
experience that showcases the ensemble’s ability to perform with control, depth, andexperience that showcases the ensemble’s ability to perform with control, depth, and
expressive subtlety.expressive subtlety.

A Quiet Music is a reflective and expressive work that highlights the lyrical and
sensitive side of the concert band. Characterized by gentle dynamics, sustained
phrases, and warm harmonies, the piece invites both performers and listeners into a
moment of calm introspection. Rather than relying on bold rhythms or fanfare, it
emphasizes tone quality, balance, and musical nuance, allowing each section of the
ensemble to contribute to a unified, tranquil sound. Often used to provide contrast
within a program, A Quiet Music offers a serene and emotionally resonant
experience that showcases the ensemble’s ability to perform with control, depth, and
expressive subtlety.



The Stars and Stripes ForeverThe Stars and Stripes Forever (1896) (1896)                                                                          John Philip SousaJohn Philip SousaThe Stars and Stripes Forever (1896)                                     John Philip Sousa
The Stars and Stripes Forever is widely regarded as the most famous AmericanThe Stars and Stripes Forever is widely regarded as the most famous American
march ever written. Composed upon Sousa’s return to the United States from amarch ever written. Composed upon Sousa’s return to the United States from a
European tour, the piece embodies a deep sense of patriotism and national pride.European tour, the piece embodies a deep sense of patriotism and national pride.
Known for its stirring melodies, brilliant brass writing, and the iconic piccoloKnown for its stirring melodies, brilliant brass writing, and the iconic piccolo
obbligato in the final strain, the march showcases both technical precision andobbligato in the final strain, the march showcases both technical precision and
exuberant energy. Designated as the official National March of the United States inexuberant energy. Designated as the official National March of the United States in
1987, The Stars and Stripes Forever remains a cornerstone of the concert band1987, The Stars and Stripes Forever remains a cornerstone of the concert band
repertoire and a powerful symbol of American musical tradition.repertoire and a powerful symbol of American musical tradition.

The Stars and Stripes Forever is widely regarded as the most famous American
march ever written. Composed upon Sousa’s return to the United States from a
European tour, the piece embodies a deep sense of patriotism and national pride.
Known for its stirring melodies, brilliant brass writing, and the iconic piccolo
obbligato in the final strain, the march showcases both technical precision and
exuberant energy. Designated as the official National March of the United States in
1987, The Stars and Stripes Forever remains a cornerstone of the concert band
repertoire and a powerful symbol of American musical tradition.

Mother of a Revolution! Mother of a Revolution! (2019)(2019)                                                                                                        Omar ThomasOmar ThomasMother of a Revolution! (2019)                                                    Omar Thomas
Mother of a Revolution! is a powerful and evocative work that pays tribute to theMother of a Revolution! is a powerful and evocative work that pays tribute to the
unsung heroines of social change—particularly the women who have been central tounsung heroines of social change—particularly the women who have been central to
movements for justice and equality. Drawing inspiration from the energy and urgencymovements for justice and equality. Drawing inspiration from the energy and urgency
of protest and revolution, Thomas combines driving rhythms, rich harmonies, andof protest and revolution, Thomas combines driving rhythms, rich harmonies, and
emotionally charged musical gestures to create a compelling narrative of struggle,emotionally charged musical gestures to create a compelling narrative of struggle,
resilience, and triumph. The work reflects both intensity and hope, challengingresilience, and triumph. The work reflects both intensity and hope, challenging
performers and audiences alike to consider the human spirit behind transformativeperformers and audiences alike to consider the human spirit behind transformative
change. A standout in contemporary wind band literature, Mother of a Revolution!change. A standout in contemporary wind band literature, Mother of a Revolution!
exemplifies the expressive depth and storytelling potential of modern composition.exemplifies the expressive depth and storytelling potential of modern composition.

Mother of a Revolution! is a powerful and evocative work that pays tribute to the
unsung heroines of social change—particularly the women who have been central to
movements for justice and equality. Drawing inspiration from the energy and urgency
of protest and revolution, Thomas combines driving rhythms, rich harmonies, and
emotionally charged musical gestures to create a compelling narrative of struggle,
resilience, and triumph. The work reflects both intensity and hope, challenging
performers and audiences alike to consider the human spirit behind transformative
change. A standout in contemporary wind band literature, Mother of a Revolution!
exemplifies the expressive depth and storytelling potential of modern composition.
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